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roan, and fond pretender to wit. 
Do not the learned in the law dig- 
play their judgment and eloquence, 
and successfully plead the cause of 
their client, by the multitude of sta- 
tutes, precedents, and authorities, 
which they are able to quote. The 
editor of a provincial print, with his 
neat little plagiaric scissors, clips a 
scrap from this, and that news- 
paper, or otiier periodical publica- 
tion ; and thus furnishes materials to 
fill the columns of his own gazette. 

The day and the night, morning 
and evening, the sun, moon, and 
stars, the seasons, the sea, the shore, 
the sky, the clouds, the storm and 
tempest, the battle and war, have 
been subjects of poetic description, 
from age to age, since the earliest 
times, with much sameness of ideas 
and similarity of manner. Whatmo- 
dern poet, of talent and celebrity, 
has not copied from Ovid, and Virgil, 
Horace, and Homer ? While poet- 
asters, incapable of plagiarising from 
classic originals, are content to fol- 
low inferior masters. 

If what has been said be true, 
plagiarism and want of originality 
are no peculiarities in composition. 
If they are faults, like many other 
human foible^ they are common. 
The critic may. allege that prevalence 
of error is a bad apology for its in- 
dulgence ; a multitude of thieves will 
not justify dishonesty. True. But 
why should one poor plagiarist be 
singled out from the crowd, and the 
hue and cry of catch the thief be 
raised against him ; while many of 
his contemporaries and predecessors, 
more or less chargeable with the 
same crime, have been allowed to 
wear the laurel, and compliment 
themselves with all the honours of 
invention, originality, and genius i 
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For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

THB ANSWER OF JOHN MllTON TO THE 
KEPRESENTATION OF THE PRESBY- 
TERY OF BELFAST, PUBLISHED AT 
PACE 95 OF OUR LAST NUMBER. 

'TTT'E have now to deal, though ia 
"" the same country, with anOj 
ther sort of adversaries, in show far 
different, in substance much what 
the same. These write themselves 
the Presbytery of Belfast, a place 
better known by the name of a late 
barony, than by the fame of these 
men'sdoctrine or ecclesiastical deeds ; 
whose obscurity till now never came 
to our hearing. And surely we 
should think this their representment 
far beneath considerable, who have 
neglected and passed over the like 
unadvisedness of their fellows in 
other places more near us, were it 
not to observe in some particulars 
the sympathy, good intelligence, and 
joint pace which they go in the 
North of Ireland, with their co- 
parteninp^ rebels in the South, driv. 
ing on the same interest to lose us 
that Kingdom, that they may gain 
it themselves, or at least share in 
the spoil : though the other be open 
enemies, these pretended brethren. 
The introduction of their manifest 
out of doubt must be zealous ; " their 
duty," they say, " to God and his 
people, over whom he hath made 
them overseers, and for whom they 
must give account." What mean 
these men ? Is the Presbytery of 
Belfast, a small town in Ulster, of so 
large extent that their voices cannot 
serve tQ teach duties in the congre- 
gation which they oversee, without 
spreading and divulging to all parts 
far beyond the diocese of Patrick or 
Columba, their written representa- 
tion, under the subtle pretence of 
feeding their own flock ? Or do 
they think to oversee or undertake 
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to give arr accomtt for Sll to whote 
iheir paper send»g««ting? St. Paul 
to the elders of Ephesusthinks it sof-- 
ficieiTt to give rhdrg«r "that th«j' 
take heed to themselves, and to the 
flock," over which they were m«de 
overseers; beyond those bounds bo 
c^l;lrges not their commission. And 
8ur«fy wheii we put down Bishops, 
atid put up Presbyters, which the 
inost of thehi have made use of to 
enrich arid exah. thenieelves, and 
turn the fi 1*81 heet against their bene- 
farctort. Vie did not think that one 
classic fraternity so obscure and so 
remote, shotild invufve us, and all 
state-aifairs, within the censure and 
jarisdi'cfion of Belfast, upon pretence 
of ot'erseeing their own charge. 

We very well know that church- 
censures are limited to charch-m^- 
tei's, and these within the compass 
of their own province, or to say 
niore truly of their own congrega- 
tfon i that affairs of state are not for 
theh' meddling, as we could urge 
even from their oWn invectives and 
protest^nions against the Bishops, 
wherein they tell them with much 
fervency, that ministers of the' gos- 
pel, neither by that by fortction, nor 
any other which fhey ooght accept, 
have the least warrant to be prag- 
niatical in the state. 

And surely in vain were Bis)iop» 
for these and other causes forbid to 
sit ami vote in the House, if these 
men out df the House, and without 
vote shall claim and te permitted 
more license on their Presbyteriaf 
stools, to breed continual disturbance 
by interposing in the commonwealth. 
But seeing thai now, since their 
heaving out the prelates to heave in 
themselves, they devise new ways 
to bring both ends tojieiher which 
will never meet ; that is to say, their 
former doctrine with thei"r present 
doings, as •' that they cannot else 
teach magistrates and subjects th«ir 
duty, and iliatthey have besidesa right 



themselves to stpeak as members of 
the commonwealth." Lettheni knoW 
that there is a wide difference be- 
tween the genera) exhortation to jus- 
tice and obedience, which iii thiS' 
point is the utmost of their duty, and 
the stale-disputes Wherein they are 
liow groWii such ^usy bodies, to 
preach of titles, interests, atid altera- 
tions in goveriimefft ; more thaii our 
Saviour niifiself, Of any of his Apos- 
tles ever took upon them, though the 
title Kotli of Caesar dnd of Herc3, and' 
what they did in ittatters of slSte, 
tftighr have then adimined c«ntro- 
vei'Sy enough. 

Next, for their civiT capacities, We 
are sure' that pulpits snd cf(ur<ih* 
a'sserobllc*, whether ^lasislcal or pro- 
vincial, never werte iotetided or al- 
lowed fey wise iftagisffates, no' nor 
by him that ^nt tbetb, to ^vance 
such purposes, but that as iiierb^rs 
of the cotiimorivvealth they ought 
to mix with other cofiiifioners, and 
iii that temporal body to assume tto- 
thirig above other private personsr oi 
otherwise than in an usual and legal 
ittanner : not by distinct remon- 
^francos and representments, ai if 
they were a tribe and party by them- 
selves, which is the next immediate 
way to make the chnrcb lift a horn 
against the state, arid claim an abso- 
lute and undepending jurisdiction, 
as from fike advanitage and Occasion 
(to the trouble of all Christendoni,) 
the Pope hath for many ages done j 
and not only our Bishops vvere 
climbing after him, but our Pres- 
byters also, as by late experiment 
vVe find. Of this re presentation - 
therelore, we cart esteem and Judgi 
tio other (ban of a slanderous 'an« 
seditious libel, sent abroad by a. sort 
of. incendiaries, to deludfe and make 
the better way onder the canning 
and plausible name of a Presbytery. 
A second reason of their repre- 
senting is, "that they consider the 
dependaace of that Kingdom upon 
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England," which \i another shame- 
less untruth that ever they consider- 
ed | as their own acCioDs will de- 
clare, by conniving, add in their 
rilence {^artakin^ with those in Ul- 
ster, whose obedience by what we 
have yet heard, stands dubious, and 
with an eye of conformity rather to 
the porth, than to that part where 
they owe their su&jection ; and this 
in all likelihood b^ the inducement 
^nd instigation of the%e representers, 
Who are so far from considering their 
dependance on England, as to pre- 
sume at every word to term proceed- 
ings of ]^arliam«nt, " the insolencies 
of a sectarian party, Sud of private 
men." Despising dominion, and 
speaking evil of dignities, which hy- 
pocritically they would seem to dis- 
suade others from ;. and not fearing 
the due cofrectiou of their s\iperiors, 
tliat niay in fit seasoti overtake them. 
When as the least consideration of 
tlieir dependance on England would 
itare kept them better in their duty. 

The third reason which they use, 
mak«s against them : The remem- 
brance how God punished the con- 
tiempt of their warning last year up- 
on the breakers of covenant ; where- 
as the next year after they forgot the 
warning of that punishment hanging 
over their own heads for the very 
same transgression, their manifest 
breach of covenant (ty this seditious 
representation, accompanied with 
the doubtful obedience of that pro- 
vince which represents it. 

And thus we have their preface 
supported with three reasons; two 
of them notorious falsities, and the 
third against themselves; and two 
examples, the Province of London, 
a'nd the Commissioners of the Kirk 
Assembly. But certainly, if can- 
onical examples bind ubt, much less 
do apocryphal. 

Proceeding to avouch the trust 
jmi upon them by God, which is 
]>TaiD)y proved to be none of this 



nature, " They would not be looked 
upon as sowers of sedition, or autliors 
of divisive motions;'' their record, 
they say, ti in Heaven, and their 
truth and honesty no man khows 
where. For is not this a shameless 
hypocris}% and of mei% wolves in 
sheep's cloathing, to sovv sedition ia 
the ears of all men, &nd to face us 
dow-n in the very act, that they are 
authors of no such matter? fiat iet 
€tte sequel both of their paper, and 
the obedience of the place wherein 
tliey are, determine. 

Nay. while we are yet writing 
these things, amd foretelling all men 
ifee rebelKon which was even t&en 
designed in the close purpose of 
tftese unhallowed priestlings, at th« 
Very time when with tbeir lips they 
disclaimed all sowing of sedition, 
n'ews is brought, aiid too true, that 
the Scottish inhabitants of that pro- 
vince are actually revolted, and 
have not only beseiged in London- 
derry those forces which were to 
have fought against Ormond, andt 
the Irish rebels ; but baVe in a tban*- 
ner declared with ther», acid begun 
open war against the Parliatnent; 
and 'all this by the incitement and 
illusions of that uncbiristian syna- 
gogue at Belfast, who yet dare 
charge the Farliamenft, that "not- 
withstanding specious pretences, yet 
their actings do evidence, that toey 
love a rough garntenf to d^cefye. 
The deceit we 'own not, but the com- 
parisoufby wbatat first sjghtnaay seem 
alluded, we except: for that hairy 
roughness assumed won Jacob the 
birthright, both temporal and eter- 
nal; and God, we trust, hath so 
disposed the mouth of these Balaams, 
that coming, to curse, they have stum- 
bled into a kind of blessing, and 
cDmpafed our actings to the faithful 
act of that patriarch. 

But if ihey mean, as more pro- 
bably their meaning was, that rough 
garment spoken o!hy Zach.13 — 4, we 
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may then behold the pityful store of 
learningand theology, which these de- 
ceivers have thought sufficient to up- 
hold their credit with the people.'who, 
though the rancour that levens them, 
have somewhat quickened the com- 
mon drawling of their pulpit elocu- 
tion, yet for want of stock enough 
ID Scripture phrase, to serve the ne- 
cessary uses of their malice, they 
are becotne so libetal, as to part 
freely with their own budge-gowns 
from off their backs, and bestow 
them on the magistrate as a rough 
garment to deceive ; rather than, not 
be furnished with a reproach, though 
never so improper, never so obvious 
to be turned upon themselves. For 
but with but half an eyeipast upon 
that text, any man will soon discern 
that rough garment to be their own 
coat, their own livery, the very 
badge and cognizance of such false 
prophets as themselves. Who, when 
they understand, or even seriously 
mind the beginning of that 4th verse, 
may " be ashamed every one of his 
lying vision," and may justly fear 
that foregoing denouncement to such 
« as speak lies in the name of the 
Lord," verse 3, lurking under the 
rough garment of outward rigour and 
formality, whereby they cheat the 
simple. So that tids rough garment 
to deceive we bring you once again, 
grave Sirs, iuto your own vestry ; 
or, with Zachary, shall not think 
much to fit it to your own shoulders. 
To bestow aught in good earnest on 
the magistrate, we know your clas- 
sic priestship i* to grapple, for ye 
are always begging: and for this 
rough gown to deceive, we are con- 
fident ye cannot spare it ; it is your 
Sunday's gown, your every day 
gown, your only gown, the gown 
of your faculty ; yourdivining gown ; 
to take it from you were sacrilege. 
Wear it, therefore, and possess it 
yourselves, most grave and reverend 
Cat««Utes, that all men both young 



and old. as we hope they will short- 
ly, may yet better know ye, and 
distinguish ye by it; and gite to 
your rough gown, wherever they 
meet it, whether in pulpit, classes, 
or provincial Synod, the precedency 
and the pre-eminence of deceiving. 

They charge us next, that we 
have broken the covenant, and load- 
ed it with slighting reproaches. For 
the reproaching, let them answer 
that are guilty, whereof the state, 
we are sure, cannot be accused. 
For the breaking, let us hear where- 
in. " In labouring," say they, " to 
establish by law a universal tolera- 
tion of all religions." This touches 
not the state J for certainly were 
they so minded, they need not la- 
bour it, but do it, having power ia 
their habds; and we know of no act, 
as yet, past to that purpose. But 
suppose it done, wherein is ^he co- 
venant broken ? The covenant en- 
joins us to endeavour ' the extirpa- 
tion first of Popery and prelacy, 
then of heresv, schism, - and pro- 
phaneness, and whatsoever shall be 
found contrary to sound doctrine, 
and the power of Godliness. And 
this we cease not to do by all effect- 
ual and proper means: but these 
divines might know, that to extir- 
pate all these things can be no work 
of the civil sword, biit of the spirit- 
ual, which is the word of God. 

No man well in his wits, endea- 
vouring to root up weeds out of his 
ground, instead of using a spade, 
will take a mallet or a beetle. Nor 
doth the covenant any way engage 
us to extirpate, otto prosecute the 
men, but the heresies and errors in 
them, which we tell these divines, 
and the rest that understand not, 
belongs chiefly to their own function, 
in the diligent preaching and insist- 
ing upon sound doctrine, in the con- 
futing, not the railing down errors, 
enccuntering both in public and pri- 
vate conference, and by the powec 
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of truth, not of persecution, ..-bda- 
ing those authors of heretical opi- 
nions, and lastly in the spiritual exe- 
cution of Church discipline within 
their own congregations. In all 
these ways we shall assist them, fa* 
▼our them, and as far as appertains 
to us, join with them, ana more- 
over, not tolerate the free exercise 
of any religion, which shall be found 
absolutely contrary to sound doc- 
trine, or the power of Godliness ;^ 
for the conscience, we must have 
patience till it be within our verge. 
And thus doing, we shall believe to 
have kept exactly all that is required 
from us by the covenant. Whilst 
they, by their seditious practices a- 
gainst us, than which nothing for 
the present can add more assistance 



* Such was the state of twilight of this 
period, that even John Milton very im- 
perfectly understood the doctrine of reli- 
gious libertV' Even now, the morning 
light is only breaking ; wc have not yet 
full clear day. Let us hope, however, 
that the dark clouds wl)ich at present 
shade our horizoq, will speedily clear up. 
Let us contrast John Milton, with a lumi- 
nary of the present day, 

*' Toleration, without allowing any ca- 
p^lbility of enjoying civil power, is to per- 
mit a man to Uve indeed, but to render life 
a, burden, by ti/itig hit hanJt and feet i it is 
setting upon mm a mark of jealousy, if not 
of disgrace, and bidding hira to wear 
hie inige of humiliatim in the f^e of his 
n^ghbours. 

" Toleration, properly so called, as that 
wprd, in its most extensive and liberal 
sense, imports, is infinitely short of the 
true Christian principle ; that no Christian 
should hold his Christian liberty at the 
will of another. The term, therefore, 
though it has long passed as of sterling va- 
lue, IS, in truth, of very questionable au- 
thority, and of very suspicious tendency. 
It expresses the dependence of one man 
upon another, to do 4 particular act, in 
which that other has no right to interfere, 
directly or indirectly, by compulsion or 
seduction." [Dr. Buney'f Xemarkt en the 
.Syhif rf Lineeln't Charge.^ 

B.M.M. 



or advantage to those blood}' rebels 
aad papists in the South, will be 
found most pernicious covenant- 
breakers themselves, and as deep in 
that guilt as those of their own na- 
tion the last year ; the warning of 
whose ill success, like men harden- 
ed for the same judgment, they mi'> 
serably pervert to an encouragement 
in th^ same offence, if not a tar 
worse : for now they have joined in- 
terest with the Irish rebels, who 
h^ve ever fought against the cove- 
nant, whereas their countrymen the 
year before made the covenant their 
plea. 3ut as it is a peculiar mercy 
of God to his people, while they re- 
main bis, to preserve them fronk 
wicked confederations : so it is a 
mark and punisbipent of hypocrite* 
to be driven at length to mix their 
cause, and the interest of their cove- 
nant with God's enemies. 

And whereas they affirm that the 
tolerating of all religions in the man- 
ner that we tolerate them, is an in- 
novation ; we must acquaint tbeia 
that we are able to make it g<x>d, if 
need be, both by Scripture and the 
primitive fathers, and the frequent 
assertion of whole chnri.hes and Pro- 
testant states in their remonstrances 
and ej^postulations against the Popish 
tyranny over souls. And what fore* 
of argument do these doctors bring 
to the contrary ? But we have long 
observed to what pass the bold igno- 
rance and sloth of our clergy tends 
no less now than in the Bishops days, 
to make their bare sayings and -cen- 
sures authentic with the people, 
though destitute of any proof or ar- 
gument. But thanks be to God they 
are discerned. 

Their next impeachment is, " that 
we oppose the Presbyterial govern- 
ment, the hedge and bulwark of reli- 
gion." Which all the land knows 
to be a most impudent falsehood^ 
having established it with all free- 
dom, wherever it hath bee.A d^irefl, 
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Nevertheless as we perceive it aspir- 
ing to be a compulsive power upon 
all, witboat exception in parochial, 
classical, and provincial hierarchies, 
or to require the fleshly arm of ma- 
gistracy in the execution of a spiritual 
discipline, to punish and amerce by 
any corporal infliction those whose 
consciencescannot be edified by what 
authority they are compelled, we 
hold it no more to be " thebedge and 
bulwark of religion," than ihe Popish 
and Prelatical courts, or the Spanish 
Inquisition. 

But we are told, "we embrace 
Paganism and Judaism in the arms 
of toleration." A most audacious ca- 
lumny ! And yet while we detest 
Judaism, we know ourselves com- 
manded by St. Paul, Rom. ii. to re- 
spect the Jews, and by all means to 
endeavour their conversion. 

Neither was it ever sworn in the 
covenant to maintain an universal 
Presbytery in England, as they false- 
ly allege, but in Scotland against 
the common ,enemy, if our aid were 
called for : being left free to reform 
oor own country according to the 
word of God, and llie example of 
best reformed churches ; from which 
rule we are not yet departed. 

Bot here, utterly forgetting to be 
ministers of the Gospel, they pre- 
sume to open their mouths, not in 
the spirit of meekness, as like dis- 
semblers, they pretend, but with as 
much devilish malice, impudence, 
and falsehood, as any Irish rebel 
could have uttered ; and from a bar- 
barous nook uf Ireland, brand us with 
the extirpation of laws and liberties ; 
things which they seem as tittle to 
understand, as aught that belongs to 
good letters or humanity. 

" That we seized on the person of 
the King;" who was surrendered 
into our hands an enemy and cap- 
tive, by our own subordinate and 
paid army of Scots in England. 
Isem, «rBnr imprisoning many mem- 



bers of the house." As if it were 
impossible they should deserve it. 
Conspiring and bandying against the 
public good : which to the other 
part appearing) and, with the power 
they had, not insisting, had been a 
manifest desertion of their trust and 
duty. No (Question but it is as good 
and necessary to expel rotten mem- 
bers out of the house, as to banish 
delinquents out of the land : and the 
reason holds as well in forty as in 
five. And if they be yet more, the 
more dangerous is their number. 
They had no privilege to sit there, 
and vote home the author, the im- 
penitent author of all our mistries to 
free<k>m, honour, and royalty, for a 
few fraudulent, if not destructive, 
concessions. Which that they went 
about to do, bow much more clear it 
was to $11 men, so much the more 
ex|>edient, and important to the 
commonwealth was their speedy 
seizare and exclusion ; and no breach 
of any just privilege, but a breach 
of their knotted faction. And here 
they cry out, " An action without 
parallel in any age." So heartily 
we wish all men were vinprejudiceo 
in all our actions, as these illiterate 
denouncers never paralleled so much 
of any age as would contribute to 
the tithe of a century. " That we 
abolish Parliamentary power, and es- 
tablish a Representative instead tbere^ 
of." Nowwehave the height oi them, 
these profound instructors, in the 
midst of their Representation, would 
know the English of a Representa- 
tive, and were perhaps of that 
classis, vyho beretolbre were as much 
staggered at Triennial. 

Their grand accusation is our 
justice done on the King, which 
that they may prove to be " without 
rule or example," they venture all 
the credit they have in divine and 
human history; and by the same 
desperate boldness, detect themselves 
' to be cgregiQiis liars and iniuosiors. 
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Peeking to abase the multitude wiih 
asbo-v of that gravity and learning 
which never was their portion. Had 
their kuowledge been equal to thfe 
knowledge of any stupid monk, or ab- 
boti they would have known at least, 
though ignorant ot'ail things else, the 
lift and acts of him, veho first institut- 
ed tiit'ir order. But thtise blockish 
Presbyters ol Clandeboy, know not 
thai J(ihi) Knox,, who was the Brst 
founder of Presbytery in Scotland, 
taiJt;ht professedly the doctrine of 
deposing, and of killing Kings And 
thus while they deny that any such 
rule can be tound, the rule is found 
in ibeir owrn country, given them by 
their own first Presbyterian insti- 
tutor; and they themselvesi like ir- 
regular friars walking coiitrary td 
the rule of their own foundatiooi 
deserve, for so gross an ignorance 
and transgression, to be disciplined 
upon their own stools. Or had their 
readin>< in history been any, which 
by this we may be confident is none 
9t all, or their malice not heightened 
to a blind rage, they never would 
80 rashly have throwa the dice to a 
palpable discovery of their ignorance 
and want of shame. But wherefore 
spend we two such precious things 
as time and reason upon priests, the 
most prodigal mis- spendei-s of time, 
and the scarcest owners of reason ? 
It is sufficient we have published our 
defences, given reasons, given t%- 
amples of our justice done ; books 
also have been written to the same 
prarpose for men to look on that will ; 
that no nation under Heaven but in 
on? age or other bath done the like. 
The ditt'erence only is, which rather 
seems to us matter of glory, that 
they, for the most part, trave, with- 
out form of law> done the deed by 
a kind martial jastice, we by the 
deliberate and well-weighed sen- 
tence of a legal judicature. 

But they tell us, " It was against 
the interest and protestation of the 
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kingdom of Scotland. And did ex- 
ceedingly well to jr.irt those two td- 
getheri hereby infermfng us what 
credit or regaiid need be given iti 
England to a Scotch protestation, 
ushered ih by A Scotch interest : cer« 
tainly lirt nwirfe than we see is given 
in Scotland to an English decliVa- 
tion, declaring the intijrest of Eng- 
land. If then our interest rnove 
not tbetii, vvhy should theirs move 
us.> If they iay, we are not all 
England ; we reply, they are itot ail 
Scotland: riay, were the last year 
so inconsiderable a part of Scotland, 
as were beholding to this whibh they 
now term the sefctarian army, to de- 
fend and rescue them at the charge* 
of England, from a stronger party ot 
their o*h countrymen, in whose 
esteem ihey were no better thaii 
sectarians themselves. But tHey add, 
" It was against the former declara- 
tions of both kingd'orfis," to seize or 
proceed against the King. We are 
certain, that no such declarations of 
both kingdoms, as derive not their 
full force from the sense and mean- 
ing of the covenant, can be pro- 
duced. 

Aitd if they plead against iis the 
covenant, "To preserve and defend 
hi* person ;" we ask them briefly, 
vvhether ihey take the covenant to 
be absolute or conditional ? If ab- 
sbluie, then suppose the King to 
have committed all prodigious crimes 
and impieties against God, or nature, 
or « hole nations, he must neverthe- 
less be sacred from all violent totich. 
Which absurd opinion, how can it 
live in any man's reason, either na- 
tural or rectifie<l, we much marvel. 
Since God declared his anger as im- 
petuous for the saving of King Ben- 
hadid, thougb surrenderirfg himself 
at mercy, as for the killing of Na- 
both. If it be conditional," in the 
preservation and defence of religion, 
and the people's liberty, then cer- 
tainly to take away his life, being 
Ee 
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dangerous, an<i pernicious to both 
these, was no more a breach of the 
covenant, than for the same reason 
at Edinburgh to behead Gordon, the 
Marquis Huntley. By the same 
covenant, we made vow to assist and 
defend all those that should enter 
with us into this league ; not abso- 
lutely, but in the maintenance and 
pursuing thereof. If therefore no 
inan else ever were so mad, as to 
claim from hence an impimity from 
9II jnstice, why should any for the 
King ? whose life, by other articles 
of the same covenant, was forfeit. 
Nay, if common sense had not led us 
to such a clear interpretation, the 
Scotch commissioners themselves 
ini^ht boast to; have been our 
fiist teachers : who. When they 
drew to the malignance w hich 
brought forth that perfidious last 
year's irruption against all the bands 
pf covenant, or christian neighbour- 
hood, making thipir hollow plea the 
defence of his Majesty's person, they 
vere constrained, by iheirown guil- 
tiness, to leave out that following 
morsel, that would have choaked 
them, the " preservation and defence 
lit true religion, and our liberties." 
And questionless in the preservation 
of these, we are bound as well, both 
by the covenant, and before the co- 
venant, to preserve and defend the 
person of any private man, and the 
person and authority of any inferior 
magistrate. So that this article, ob- 
jected with such vehemence against 
us, contains not an exception of the 
King's person, and authority, to do 
by privdege what wickedness he 
list, and be defended, as some fancy, 
but an express testification of our 
loyalty; and the plain words, with- 
out wresting, will bear as much, 
that we had uo thoughts against his 
jjerson, !ir just power, provided they 
might consist with the pruservatioii 
and defence of true religion, and 
Kuv libertits. But to thtse how 



hazardous his life was, will be need- 
less to repeat so often. It may suf- 
fice, that while he was in custody, 
w'here we expected his repentance, 
his remorse at last, and compassion 
of all the innocent blood shed al- 
ready, and hereafter likely to be 
shed for his mere wilfulness, be 
made no other u.<ie of our continual 
forbearance, our humblest petitions 
and obtestations at his feet, but to 
sit contriving and fomenting new 
plots against us, and at his own 
phrase was, playing his own game 
upon the miseries of his people-: of 
which we desire no other view at 
present, than these articles of peace 
with the rebels, and the rare game 
likely to ensue from suchacast of his 
cards. And then let men reflect a 
little upon the slanders and reviles 
of these wretched priests, and judge 
what modesty, what truth, what con- 
science, what any thing fit for mi- 
nisters, or we might .say reasonable 
men, can harbour in them. For 
what they began in shamelessness 
and malice, they conclude in frenzy, 
throwing out a suddeu rhapsody 
of proverbs, quite from the purpose ; 
and with as much comeliness as wben 
Saul prophecied. For casting o(f, 
as he did bis garments, all modesty 
and meekness w herewith the language 
of ministers ought to be clothed, 
speaking especially to their supreme 
magistrate, they talk at random, of 
servants reigning, servant* riding, 
and wonder how the earth can bear 
them. Either these men imagine 
themselves to be marvetiously high 
set and exalted in the chair of Bel- 
fast, to vouchsafe the Parliament of 
England no better style than servants, 
or else their high notion, which we 
rather believe falls as low as court 
parasitism, supposing all men to be 
servants, but the King. And then 
all their pains taken to seera so wise 
it) proverbing, serves but to conclude 
them dqwiiright slaves; ajid tho 



1813.] 



H. in Answer to X. 



215 



edge of their own proverb falls re- 
verse upon themselves. For as " de- 
light is not seemly for fools," much 
less high words to come from base 
minds. What they are for ministers, 
or how they crept into the fold, 
whether at the window, or through 
the wall, or who set ihem there so 
haughty in the pontifical see of Bel- 
fastj we know not. But this we 
rather have cause to wonder, if the 
earth can bear this unsuiFerabie in- 
solency of upstarts, who from a 
ground, which is not their owni dare 
send such defiance to the sovereign 
Magistracy of England,' by whose 
authority, and- in whose right they 
inhabit there. By their actions, we 
might rather judge them to be a 
generation of highland thieves 9nd 
red-shclnks, who being neighbourly 
admitted, not as the Saxons by merit 
of their warfare against our ene- 
mies, but by the courtesy of Eng- 
land, to hold possessions in our prd> 
Vince, a country better than their 
own, have, with worse faith than 
those Heathens, proved ungrateful 
and treacherous guests to their best 
fronds and entertainers. And let 
tfeemtake heed, lest while their si- 
lence, as to these matters, might 
have > kept them blameless and se- 
cure under those proceedings which 
they «6 feared to partake in, that 
these their treasonable attempts and 
]»ractices have not involved them 
in a far worse guilt of rebellion; 
and (notwithstanding that fair de- 
liortatory from joining with malig- 
nant*) in the appearance of a co-iu- 
tierest and partaking with the Irish 
rebels. Against whom, though by 
themselves pronounced to be the 
enemies of God, they go not out to 
battle, as they ought, but rather by 
these their doing*, assist and become 
•sftpciatea.* 

* Ear the op>lixm$'adTanced in this let- 
t^, we- 4o Bot ontidtf •tmelvci re- 
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H. IN ANSWER TO X, 

(See Magazine for Oct. last, p. 267 .> 

THE pitched cap, the lash and the 
halter, unconstitutionally used 
by the merciless soldier, goaded on 
the opeu'hearted and hospitable 
Wexfordian peasant, to a cruel an^ 
barbarous retaliation. The ill-judg- 
ed reproach and subsequent inatten- 
tion of a "(fuminant faction in the 
Synod of Ulster," to the just claims 
of Dr. Dickson, provoked him to an 
unbounded censure on that church, 
which he declares to be the only one 
in the Kingdom with which he could 
conscientiously associate. 

Permit me then to pat it to the 
candour of X., whether his unquali- 
fied epithets, as well as the unfound- 
ed assertions of him and his ktndbed 
SPIRIT who writes the " Retrospect 
of Politics," ought iiot to banish 
every member of the Synod of Ulster 
from the list of subscribers to aa 
otherwise, in many instances, valu- 
able Magazine. 

I am far from asserting that the 



sponnble ; but we merely give !t as a lite- 
rary curiosity, coming from the pen of the 
great John Milton. SciU less do we de- 
fend the coarse language he uses. But such 
want the manner of the times. It is mat- 
ter of rejoicing that we live in more pplish- 
ed and enlightened times, when even the 
language of .controversy is, with only a 
few exceptions, softened down, and if gen- 
tleness does not reign, at least politeness 
tijbs off many asperities. To what pre- 
ceding age of the world would a reflecting 
man have given the . preference to have 
existed in, rather than to the present { 
Even although the present age has many 
glaring defects, and vices, still we are in 
a progressive state, and it is hoped a bet- 
ter age will succeed. Philosophers, unlike 
poets, place their golden age in a future 
«ra af the world, 

B.M.M. 



